
CEMETERY MORAVSKA TREBOVA 

A short guide to interesting places, buildings and graves at the cemetery. 

Municipal Cemetery on Křížovy vrch (Cross Hill) near Moravska Třebová is within the Czech lands 

totally unique. It has been in use consecutively for more than 500 years and is of great value in terms 

of history of art.   

 

CEMETERY PLAN 

 

 

 

 

DEAR VISITORS, THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION AND SHOW OF RESPECT FOR THE PIETY OF 

THIS PLACE WHILE ON THE EDUCATIONAL TRAIL. 

 

 



[not numerically marked] Church of Exaltation of the Cross 

Historically more accurate is the consecration of the church as ‘In Honour of Finding of the Holy Cross’.  

At the core it is a late Gothic church from the turn of the 15th and 16th centuries, which was, in the 

years 1602 to 1605, at the expense of the town and Lord Ladislav Velen of Žerotín radically rebuilt by 

Andreas Balzer of Silesian Nisa (addition of Renaissance portals and vaulted ceilings). 

In the presbytery you can see baroque wall paintings by Jude Tadeas Supper dating circa 1755 (The 

Legend of Finding Christ’s Cross by St. Helen, The Judgment of Souls in Purgatory).  

Wooden choir with 16 painted scenes of Passions of Crist comes from the year 1661, remaining, once 

relatively richly decorated baroque interior of the shrine, is now only partially preserved. 

The massive cross (1763) under the overhang of the church roof is late Baroque and most likely the 

work of Moravská Třebová’s own Baroque sculptor Frantisek Josef Seitl. 

 

[1] The tombstones of children 

Specific group of Moravská Třebová’s Renaissance tombstones are tombstones of Children of wealthy 

patrician families. The abundance and diversity of this collection makes it unique in the Czech 

Republic. Children are portrayed in reliefs wearing period clothing, which is just a smaller versions of 

adult clothes. This can be clearly seen on the torso of a tombstone of a son and a daughter of Tobias 

Stechers (relief of the boy survives, but the girl’s half of the tombstone is missing).  

Well preserved is the tombstone of Barbora Englišova, died July 17, 1577 at the age of three and a half 

years (located to the left of the entrance to the church, between two tombstones of women and under 

the epitaph with the motif of the resurrection). 

[2] Epitaph to the victims of the flood 

In 1663 part of the Moravská Třebová was hit by a natural disaster – torrential rainfall at higher 

catchment area during a summer storm caused a flash flood of Třebůvka River. 

Text of Epitaph (translated into English) 

Year of our Lord 1663 on 7 July between 23 and 24 o'clock the whole dreadful weather occurred, which 

until 6 o'clock in the morning with unprecedented rain and strong thunder lasted. Two ponds ruptured 

and 10 houses near this town were carried away from the ground. 33 people drowned there and their 

bodies here buried lie. God be merciful to them, and allow them a joyful resurrection. 

[3] Tombstones and [4] Epitaphs 

By tombstone please understand horizontal stone slab in the floor or vertically positioned slab in the 

wall of the church or monastery (such placement is usually secondary) bearing inscriptions, dates and 

often a relief showing the deceased. In the original, horizontal location, placement indicates the 

position of the grave.  

The epitaph is a plaque with a relief depicting a kneeling deceased with family members, always under 

the scenes of Crucifixion or Resurrection. Relationship of the Epitaph to the grave is much looser; its 

main mission is to commemorate the deceased and the need to an annual memorial service in their 

honour. 



Above the number [3], we see examples of tombstones of citizens – male and female - (Councillor 

Matous Pesek, who died in 1616; unnamed wife of religious scribe Pavel Boršovsky, Year of death 

1583).  

A nice example of an epitaph, created during the life of the donor, can be seen to the left above the 

number [4]. It belongs to the burgess Jindrich Jokber, who died in 1627. Part of the Epitaph, intended 

for his wife Dorothy, had not been completed as the widow remarried a year after his death. 

 [not numerically marked] Lapidary 

Lapidary of tombstone paving, removed from the cemetery church floor, was created in 1912 from 

the already disused ‘All Souls Chapel’ (Totenkapelle). Moravská Třebová’s lapidary is one of the very 

first examples of this method of saving and preserving of sepulchral (grave) monuments in Moravia. 

[5, 6, 7] Tombstones in the lapidary 

Tombstone of Anna, wife of Petr Englis [5] is unusual due to the swaddled infant in the low relief on 

the bottom right. This is most likely due to Anna dying on March 11, 1574 during (or after) childbirth, 

alongside the new-born. 

Very valuable group consists of four tombstones of the yeoman family of Litvic of Stara Roudna. All 

four people (Jan, Jan Jiri, Jan Krystof and oldest Jan’s wife Alzbeta, nee Glauvicová) died in 1618. The 

tombstones are one of the best Renaissance figural sepulchral monuments in Moravia. The 

anonymous mason, who created them, was nick-named 'master of Litvic’s tombstones’ by 

contemporary art historians. 

Gloomily grayish tombstone [7] is unique because it was in 1690 commissioned by a so-called 

‘lowered-status’ person – Moravská Třebová’s own master executioner Lawrence Bohl. Although the 

heraldically styled relief depicts the master executioner, the text shows that the tombstone is instead 

dedicated to his parents and deceased children. 

[8] Vincenz Paul Weber († 05.08.1859) 

Municipal and county medical examiner (fyzikus) and writer; who wrote poems, novels, and especially 

plays. He came to Moravská Třebová in 1847 crowned with the success of his tragedy, Spartacus 

(which premiered at the Vienna Court Theatre in April 1845). His other works, unfortunately, never 

reached similar success, which badly affected the author’s mental health and before his death V. P. 

Weber destroyed all his writings. 

[9] "Monuments to love" 

Often referred to as "Monuments to love" are tombstones with deep, heartfelt verses expressing deep 

love of the survivors for the deceased and their grief over her demise. Two of Moravská Třebová’s 

tombstones, belonging to Antonia Kerschnerova († 1814) and Josefa Jesserova († 1818), are an 

eloquent example of pre-romantism’s sentimentality form the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries. 

[10] A commemorative plaque 1690 

Due to the disintegration of the stone (sandstone) already largely illegible plaque most likely bears the 

text reminiscent of building of a new stone wall surrounding the cemetery in 1690 (in memory of the 

parish priest and dean of Jiří Bartoloměj Fischer). The plaque is currently not displayed in its original 

location. 



[11] Emil Hofrichter († 03.24.1913) 

One of the most respected and most successful mayors of Moravská Třebová (elected in the years 

1885-1891 and 1906-1909). During his mayoralty number of important buildings were built in 

Moravská Třebová, among others, Boys' Elementary and Secondary School and Municipal Charitable 

Institution. In the years 1896-1902 E. Hofrichter was a representative in the Provincial Congress (in 

Curia towns) for the constituency of Moravska Třebová and Svitavy. 

[12] Joseph Ruppert Wondra (28.2 † 1813) 

One of the most interesting tombstones in Moravská Třebová’s cemetery. At present, unfortunately, 

only a torso remains (after the theft of a triangular obelisk precariously resting on "cannonballs"). JR 

Wondra, whose initials can be seen in the medallion on the pedestal, was one of the leading burgess 

of Moravska Třebová in his time, master cloth weaver, councillor and in the years 1780-1787 the lead 

councillor of Moravska Třebová. Figure of a grieving old man with a skull (here shown in the relief on 

the base) was one of the Classical ways used as a personification of Time. 

[13] The family Finsterle 

Wall tombstone of bourgeois family Finsterle is a fine example of Classicist approach to majestic 

bourgeois tombs, which create an impressive dominant feature. 

[14] Wondra and Holzmaister families 

Grave of important members of the two major bourgeois and entrepreneurial families of Moravska 

Třebová.  

Josef Johann Wondra (1796-1844) was the owner of woollen cloth manufacture, which, under his 

management, transformed into a mechanized factory with machine spun wool including its own 

dyeing workshop. 

The person of Josef Anton Wondra (1821-1897) is connected closely with end of woollen cloth 

manufacture in Moravská Třebová (in 1853 he sold of all his assets and left to explore possibilities of 

earning a living in the US). 

Aloisie Josefa Holzmaisterova (nee Wondrová, 1826-1870) was the mother of Louis Vinzenz 

Holzmaister (1849-1923), later a wealthy American businessman and benefactor of Moravská 

Třebová’s Museum. 

[15] Franz Bibus († 09.12.1944) 

The grave of the lead personality of the silversmith industry in Moravská Třebová. Franz Bibus built up 

his small metal workshop, founded in 1883, into a successful private factory for the production of 

silver and silver-plated goods (necklaces, bowls, cups, dinning sets, snuff boxes, cutlery etc.), which 

was, in the early twenties of the 20th century, still one of the leading manufacturers of silver goods in 

Czechoslovakia. The company Toner, which is the successor of this local tradition and manufactures 

cutlery (stainless steel), had the tomb of Franz Bibus completely restored from near complete oblivion. 

[16] Franz Habicher († 01.05.1913) 

Moravská Třebová’s master builder Franz Habicher (1844-1913) designed for his hometown two 

important public buildings: Girls' Grammar School (1900) and the Museum (1904 to 1906), both in 

Neo-Renaissance style. In addition to these prestigious buildings Habicher’s company also built 



industrial buildings and working-class row houses. Franz Habicher was also a politician, even at 

parliamentary level (1891-1897 representative in The Chamber of Deputies in The Imperial Council). 

The family company, which was, after his father's death (1913), led by Franz Habicher younger, 

included a brickyard and a sawmill. 

[17] Anna Gläserová a Josef Herkner 

From the graves of the two central figures of the famous legend, or rather Moravská Třebová’s ballad 

of ‘Annenruhe’, - Anna Gläserová a Josef Herkner- only Anna's grave survives to the present day and 

as such is almost seen as a pilgrimage place for romantics. 

Josef Herkner, son Moravská Třebová’s mayor, never reconciled himself with the end of a more than 

five-year love affair with Anna Gläserová, the daughter of a game keeper from the village of Karlin 

after Anna, at her parents’ request, married Franz Gromes, son of Linhartice’s Mayor. Not even when 

Anna, after almost a year of unhappy marriage, died (23 January 1825).  

Josef, in secret, dug up the body of his beloved from her grave and transferred it to his garden on the 

slopes of Krizovy Vrch, to an already prepared tomb cut into the rock face. He then, on the eve of 

Anna's name day, held a spectacular feast in the garden. 

The truth of this story was confirmed in 1934, when workers in a quarry on Krizovy Hill (in the area of 

the former Herkner’s garden) found, inside a ‘cave’, a skeleton of a young woman without a coffin, 

lying on the remains of rotting flowers and black silk. Relics of "Anna" were then, after 109 years, 

returned to the family grave of Gromes and Tinkle families 

[18] Family Gromes of Linhartice 

Incomplete tombstone (no cross) in the form of mounds of raw natural stones with built-in inscription 

plaques and numerous application of symbols of death, respectively fleeting time (skull with 

crossbones, hourglass, upside down fading torches), reminds us of the mournful fate of Linhartice’s 

Gromes family, whose four members (Ferdinand, Adolf, Mathilde, Marie) all died within less than a 

month of each other, during the summer of 1866, of cholera, introduced to the region by the Prussian 

army after the battle of Hradec Kralove. 

[19] Conrad Steinbrecher († 03.23.1918) 

Businessman and industrialist in the textile industry, mayor of the town in the years 1891-1894 and 

"extended hand" of L. V. Holzmaister, the American benefactor of Moravská Třebová’s Museum. C. 

Steinbrecher was commissioned to oversee the construction of the Museum building and the efficient 

management of funds provided. He was also one of the first citizens of Moravská Třebová, if not the 

first, who decided to have their remains cremated after their death (In crematorium in Zittau in 

Germany since the conservative Austro-Hungarian Empire stubbornly prevented the introduction of 

cremation). 

[20] Alois Czerny († 28.04.1917) 

Anyone who deals with history or natural science of Moravská Třebová and surrounding areas, will 

sooner or later encounter the remarkable ethnographic work of A. Czerny. Teacher, headmaster of 

The Girls' Grammar School, a long-time member of The Educational Association, the first new 

custodian of Moravska Třebová’s Holzmaister Museum, conservator of C.K. Central Committee for 

Research and Conservation of artistic and historical heritage, diligent contributor to professional 

journals as well as regional press, collector of Hřebečsko’s folk tales and the author of still highly prized 



local history manual 'Der politische Bezirk Mährisch Trübau' (two editions - 1882 and 1904). Alois 

Czerny was a personality with extremely wide range of activities and knowledge and a true renaissance 

man. 

[21] Cast iron cross on the grave of Heinrich Romfeld 

A rare surviving example of cast iron so-called ‘limb’ cross (arms of the cross are stylized human 

bones). The cast iron crosses of this formation are considered to be the oldest type of iron sepulchral 

art (first third of the 19th century), still influenced by baroque and its penchant for representation of 

symbols of death. 

[22] Joseph Brislinger († 23.7.1908) 

Dealer and manufacturer of stone goods at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries and one of the 

most respected personalities of the town. Mayor from 1894-1906, venerable is also a list of his federal 

activities, of which it is necessary to highlight his long-term presidency of The League for Education. 

 J. Brislinger has to also be merited with his contribution to the construction of the impressive building 

of Moravská Třebová’s Museum (1904-1906). 

[23] The Prussian captain von Dobschütz 

One of the curiosities of Moravská Třebová’s cemetery is a tombstone in a late-Empire style for one 

of the victims of the Austro-Prussian War in 1866, Prussian captain von Dobschütz, who came to  

Moravska Třebová with the returning Prussian army, which chased the loosing Austrians, after the 

Battle of Hradec Kralove, as far as the Danube river. (Von Dobschütz died in Moravská Třebová during 

the night of 2 to 3 September 1866, and his friends from the regiment gave him a burial with military 

honours a day later (Sept. 4). 

[24] Cast iron in cemeteries 

If we wanted to appoint sepulchral material entirely characteristic of the 19th century, surely it would 

be cast-iron. It was used not only for the tombstones (desks and plaques for insertion into the wall or 

mounted on a wall, crosses, free sculptures, free-standing monuments), but also the surrounding 

grids, chains and wreath stands. 

In the mid-19th century cemeteries - including Moravská Třebová’s – were overran by mass-produced 

cast-iron crosses. On the grave of the family Rynd we see a typical example of such a cross, which 

could undoubtedly be found amongst the samples from one of the contemporary ironworks (Hořovice, 

Blansko etc.) and metallurgical companies (Frýdlant nad Ostravicí - FERRUM). 

[25] Steinbrecher family 

Some of the early and artistically most valuable cast iron sepulchral relics are wall-mounted cast-iron 

plaques with inscriptions and very sombre decorative elements (e.g. frames or extensions). These are 

not mass-produced; each piece is unique, custom-cast and therefore was even then accordingly 

expensive to purchase. In Moravská Třebová it was the third and fourth generations of the family 

Steinbrecher, who equipped their tomb with such plaques - Johann († 1843), his wife Maria Victoria 

(† 1829), Ignatz (†1866) and Pauline († 1842). 

Steinbrecher family ascended during the 19th century into Moravská Třebová’s absolute bourgeois 

elite. They dealt in the production of flax and cotton textiles, and especially their dyeing. 



[26] Ignatz Steinbrecher († 13.8.1866)  

Businessman in traditional Moravská Třebová’s field of cloth manufacture and a pioneer of machine 

production cloth. He was active in the town’s administration and held the post of Mayor from 1849 to 

1856. He died in August 1866 of cholera brought to the town by the Prussian army, apparently as the 

socially highest ranking victim of the epidemic in Moravská Třebová. 

[27] Franz Sales and Vinzenz Steinbrecher 

Brothers Franz Sales (1799-1873) and Vinzenz (1802-1878) Steinbrecher founded in 1823 a trading 

company (wholesale of cloth and black-dyeing), which later, under company name Gebrüder 

Steinbrecher, significantly expanded and encompassed several factories processing flax and cotton 

into different types of fabrics. Franz Sales, during 19th century the undisputed head of the family with 

a strong, within the family even dictatorial, nature, was town’s foremost celebrity and politician 

(mayor of the town in the years 1844-1850 and 1856-1870 and a representative in Moravian Provincial 

Assembly in the Curia cities in the years 1867-1870). 

[28] Franz Koldas († 10.05.1939) 

Craftsman and entrepreneur, business owner dealing in cement production and sales (e.g. coal). 

Tradition of building materials production in the Moravská Třebová established by Koldas (later 

businesses Prefa and TERANA) unfortunately ended at the end of the 20th century. 

Even in the 1970s there were a few places in the paving of sidewalks in Moravská Třebová where 

bronze plates with Koldas’s company name could still be seen. 

[29] Adolf Cihlář († 04.07.1944) 

The young Czech teacher was during the German occupation active in the anti-Nazi resistance. He was 

arrested April 7, 1944 by the Gestapo and later that day during brutal questioning beaten to death. 

Adolf Cihlář’s monument, unveiled in September 1945 in the museum park is currently located in a 

small park on Komenskeho Street. 

[30] Rudolf Pechhold († 01.14.1933) 

Teacher and ethnographic worker, Alois Czerny’s successor as the headmaster of Girls' Grammar 

School and an administrator of Holzmaister’s Museum. R. Pechhold significantly contributed to the 

organization of museum archives and widely published his historical and ethnographic findings. He 

was the first to be in charge of the town’s current chronicle. 

[31] Families Nettl and Lichtenstein 

Smaller left plate is in memory of Irma Nettlova and Elsa, Lily, Felix and Kurt Lichtenstein, members of 

the few local Jewish families who perished in Nazi extermination camp Maly Trostinec (in Belarus, 

about 12km outside of Minsk) 

[32] Rudolf Gessner († January 14, 1923) 

The industrialist Rudolf Gessner is closely associated with the beginnings (1892) and subsequent 

expansion of fireclay factory in Velke Opatovice, which processed refractory shales mined by Gessner 

& Pohl in Janůvky and Brezina. He was also associated with the construction of the railway line (local 

railway) from Chornice to Velke Opatovice (1889) and an obvious attempt at Germanisation of the 

Jevíčsko region. 



[33] The photographs on gravestones 

An example of a high quality photographic work for the use on cemetery tombstones. Due to the 

specific conditions (outdoor environments with intense sunlight) and supporting material (porcelain) 

a specific type of the carbon print (pigment) has been used since the end of the 19th century. Basically 

a process that uses photosensitive properties of chrome gelatine in conjunction with a pigment with 

high thermal resistance (e.g. cobalt oxide). 

[34] Group graves of Russian immigrants 

In the newer part of the cemetery a relatively coherent group consists of the graves of emigrants from 

the former Czarist Russia. A Russian Grammar school was established in Moravská Třebová at the turn 

of 1921/22 (in the area of the former Galician refugees housing camp) for them and their children. 

Among the dead are teachers, educators and service staff of this school and their family members. On 

the tombstone it is usually stated the position which the deceased formerly held in his native country 

(e.g. naval officer, professor of Academy, etc.) 

 


